February 25, i^iS- 


ty 


Supervisor in Charge (ASS?) 
Kansas City, Missouri 

John F. Smith, Investigator 
Kansas City, Missouri 

national. Firearms Act 


a r, “ 3 conoacted by Patrolman Robert Hardesty, Kansas City, Kiscci 
“fyr Ce relative: to information he possessed concerning a 003 - 

t~~7 e ^°- aCi0n of the Rational Firearms Act by certain individuals Ilarde; 
selievcs are members of the "I-Iinuseman" organization. All the information 
t.as accumulated an gun shots in Kansas. Hardesty attends these <mn chons 
ana ai splays, buys, and sells guns and ammunition under his Federal Firearm- 
hea_er license Ho. H-2972 and in conjunction with a friend, Michael Goodman - 
a r eaerally licensed firearms dealer c 

while attending a gun show at the Community Center Buildinr,* y- -sion w- — 
auring the latter part of November or early part of Deccabci 1963 ! 
l.^ucK up a conversation with an individual carrying a DEWAT Thompson sub-“ 
Eardesty expressed interest in the gun and when he ashed the 
~f how^muen he wanted for it the man replied 6175-00. After the co-vcr*- 
Earde i 3t y ” as approached by a bearded Individual dressed in some so'*t 
ll : ^°thing. This individual ashed Hardesty if he was interested 

_n maciune 0 ons and Hardesty replied that he was but that he did not want 
any wexdca up guns. (Hardesty being a police officer knows the national 
^ v.axas^ Ac « urn has curiosity was aroused when the man mentioned machine- 
guns so ne decided to follow through os it). This individual pulled a m-. 
wrapped package from his pocket and unwrapped a new bolt from a ' ! rre--m 
? Sl£Sd H ^5 e f ty if he knew what it was and Hardesty replied thatT" 
0^ oort. Hardesty stated that the bolt apteared to be - 

' issue -epe paper used to wrap gun parts for overseas shipment'." 


pate 

gun” 


5 in p- vaaaa - told Hardesty that he could get six active "grease t'-ue 

• s^acsiac guns^ would sell them for $4p.00 apiece, and would try to have 
them au «us neiu gun show in Leavenworth, Kansas. 

On Deceii&er 22, 1963 , Hardesty attended the gun show at ‘Leavenworth, Kansas, 
ine individual previously mentioned was at this show but told Hardesty t 1 —- 

buv d sL n °nrf^ thG active ^chine guns yet and asked Hardesty where he coil 
. y . E*Aio. A snoz*t time latex* another man apoeared with a case co _, t'>- i ■- 
ing 4 to 6 DEHAT submachine guns which appeared to be coated with cosmS “ 
Hardesty staged that there were about 5 individuals ail dressed in fat-m-s- 

?n~— e^a\ DGarQS f nd '- thCy 021 £eerr ~ d ^ be together. The men seemed 
- o^e^ted n porenaomg military weapons and ammunition. Hardesty Jokingly 
askea one of the men if they were purchasing the equipment for Mnto 
This remark apparently surprised the nan because he asked Hardesty what he 
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knew about the Kinutemen. Hardesty replied that he knew of this outfit 
only in the papers and it vas supposed to be a militia type organisation. 
This nan displayed a card on which vas printed "Kinuteman” "Intelligence 
Division", and asked Hardesty if he had ever seen one before to which 
Hardesty replied in the negative. The individual told Hardesty that at 
vas not his card but belonged to a friend of Ills. While at the cron show 
Hardesty saw a number of individuals dressed in fatigues. They seemed to 
single among themselves, seemed to have plenty of money, and were interested 
in purchasing military equipment. Hardesty stated that he saw two FII Drown- 
ing assault rifles but did not know if they were unserviceable. 

It is Patrolman Horde sty 1 a opinion that these men are potential violators 
of the national Firearms .Act relating to active machine guns; that he docs 
not know the names of any of the men or where they are from hut he will 
attempt to obtain this information at the next gun show; and that he is 
willing to assist in any investigation concerning the active machine gu ns 
mentioned by one of the men at the gun show at Piission, Kansas. 


According to Hardesty, the next gun show will be held at the national Guard 
Armory, Leavenworth, Kansas, on March 23-29, 19'Sk} that he knows the national 
Guard commander at Leavenworth; and that if a Federal investigation is pro- 
posed , he can arrange with the ^Guard commander .to have the tables to be used 
by the subjects "bugged", provided that the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax furnish 
the necessary devices. 


Please submit this memorandum through channels to the Dallas Region for any 
action they deem appropriate, patrolman Hardesty suggested that if any in- 
vestigation is contemplated, he be contacted a few days before the gun show 
at his address: kll3 Rockwool Road, Kansas City, Missouri,^ Phone Ho. 

Wabash 3-2825 (unlisted) so that proper arrangements can be made. 


lohn’l? f'Zzli'a 

V: . ■ • A^^nvestigator , A££DT 
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